L&i ban: [Tiép theo phan phéng van vé Democracy of the Mind]

1- “IDr Vien draws a chart on a yellow, lined note pad. He sketches and labels
several blocks to represent each segment of the education system]” Toi vé ra
nhirng “barre de saut en hauteur” dé cho athlétes phai nhay qua, méi barre la
mét ky thi, phai nhady qua céi barre d6 méi dwoc hoc tiép. Hoi trwéc hoc xong 5
nam Tiéu Hoc, phai thi cho dau (nhay qua barre), c6 dwoc bang cap “So Bang
Tiéu Hoc”, rdi thi cho c6 bang cép “Certificat d’Etude Franco-indigéne” méi dwoc
lén hoc Trung Hoc. R&i hoc 3 ndm, phai thi (nhdy qua barre) dau “Brevet” moi
dwoc 1én 16p, hoc thém 2 ndm dé thi (nhay qua barre) cho dwoc bang cap “Bacc
| ", rdi hoc thém 1 nam maéi dwoc thi (nhdy qua barre) cho c6 bang cap Bacc |
ma&i dwoc vao Pai Hoc .

2- “ We will have a continuous 12-grade system”....Khi trwéc & cap Tiéu Hoc thi
dém nguoc tlr “Lép 57, réi “Lop Tu”. “Lép Ba”, “Lép Nhi”, “Lép Nhit”. Réi [én
Trung Hoc thi dém nguoc tir Lop “Dé That”, réi Lop“Dé Luc”, v.v. t6i Lop “Dé
Nhat”

Bay gi¢ t6i cho dém xubi ludn tr “Lép Mot” dén “Lép 127 méi phai thi [nhw &
bén My va & cac nwdc A-Dong khac.] “The continuous 12- year school cycle
which President Thieu put into effect by decree several months ago”. La viéc
ma tdi cho la quan trong va “far-reaching” nhurt.

3- “You see, our society is like a pyramid” .... tdi v& mét cai hinh pyramid nhw thé
nay:
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a solid pyramid VN’s pyramid, (not solid).

Napoléon c6 ndi:"On gagne les batailles avec les sous-officiers, on reconstruit un
pays avec les contre-maitres” (contre-maitre la foreman). Vi ha-si quan (sous-
officiers) gan linh mai chi bao va déc thic linh danh cho hang hai, thi méi thang
tran dwoc. Con cai (contre-maitres) gan tho méi chi bao va déc thac tho 1am cho
dung, thi méi xay dwng dwgc. Chéd mét quan doi gom toan la twéng chi biét vé
plan va ra linh, thi ai chi bdo va ddc thic linh danh cho hang dé ma thédng ? Con
mot xwéng gdm that nhiéu ky-sw chi biét vé plan va ra linh, ma thiéu can-su,
thiéu cai dé chi dan va déc thac tho thi xay dwng hay san xuét dwoc cai gi cho
dang tiéu chuadn ?  Ma VN néng tinh than “si, néng, cong thwong” ai cling muén
lam “st”, cling muén cho con minh di hoc thanh mét “s”, nén rat thiéu cap
“speuahzed manpower, foremen va supervisors”, thanh ra cai pyramid cua VN
khong virng (not solid).” But the greatest shortage is in specialized men, workers
at the technical level. The pyramid needs reinforcing at that point..” Thi tdi chi
vao chd thiéu 1a specialized manpower, foremen va supervisors (chd c6 dau ::::::)



4- “ With interlinking plans of study, a student can switch from one major to
another without losing all of his credits”. Ttrc la tdi dem cai “credit system” vao hé
théng Pai Hoc cta VN.

“Our basic system must conform with the one used around Southeast Asia. And
most of our neighbors already have adopted the college system as well as a
program of bachelor’'s and master's degrees that are comparable”. Ttc la toi
dem céac hé théng bachelor va master vao Dai-hoc VN dé c6 thé so sanh véi cac
nwéc lang diéng.  Hién nay Phap dang mudn stra dbi nén giao duc cta minh dé
c6 thé dem cai “cedit system” va hé théng “Bachelor, Master, va PhD” vao
Université cta Phap (cting néi vi ly do dé c6 thé so sanh véi cac niroc lang
diéng) nhwng gap rat nhiéu khé khan va chéng dbi.

5-“ within a few years we will probably be operating institutes that give two-year
vocation-oriented courses-something like American junior colleges..” To6i dem
vao hé théng gido duc sau Trung Hoc ctia VN mét loai “Community colleges”
giébng nhw Junior colleges ctia My hoc hai nam va hwéng vé viéc dao tao nhon
cbng chuyén nghiép (specialized manpower). thg va cai (foremen & supervisors)
la nhivng thanh phan rét thiéu trong cai pyramid cda VN.

6- “Another far-reaching change we are working on is university autonomy”..Toi
da dwa lén Qubc Hoi mot du-luat vé quyén tw-tri ciia Pai-hoc (“university
autonomy”) d& cho Pai Hoc VN dwoc cai quan béi mét Ban Quan Tri (a
governing board), dé Quéc Héi thdo luan va viét ra thanh luat.

7- “Dr. Vien.....,, May we touch a bit more on changes that affect parents and the
community as a whole? - Certainly... “ Téi cho phép va khuyén khich cac “Héi
Phu Quynh Hoc Sinh” tham gia nhiéu hon trong cac hoat déng vé giao duc & dia-
phwong. (Poc cac cau trd 1o cho cau héi nay)

8-."...our slogan these days is “All for Teacher Training”...... In service training for
teachers during the summer vacation period”.... Nam ngodi & day téi gap mot
cwu gido sw Trung hoc & VN nhac lai rang téi la ngwdi dau tién cho td chire
nhirng I&p “Cap Nhyt Hé6a” (Up-Date) cho gido chirc trong nhirng ky nght hée.

9- Hoi thoi Ay tdi da cha trwong:“..We must introduce, even to the young children
the idea of international cooperation and interdependence. | have told my
teachers that we must tell youngsters about how Southeastern Asians must
aaccept to live with their neighbors” .



Khéi “ASEAN” |a Association of South East Asian Nations, dwoc thanh lap
nam 1967 va gdbm c6 5 hoi-vién 1a Thai Lan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore va
Philippines. Bén nam 2006, thi c6 tat ca 10 hdi-vién [5 hoi-vién méi 1a: Brunei
(ttr 8/1/84), Viét Nam(ttr 28/7/95), Laos, Mién-Dién (Myanmar)( tr 23/7/97) va
Cambodia (ttr 30/4/99)].

Hoi thdi &y ma t6i da nghi rang “Perhaps the fate of humanity will be decided in
the Pacific .So we must change to have our eyes more and more turned to the
Pacific” Luc &y Trung Céng con “lét bét” véi “vé binh dé” cla cudc “Pai Cach
Mang Van-Héa”. Ma rdi bay gi& Trung Céng da thanh mét cwdng québc, va
Pentagon da liét ké Trung Quéc nhw c6 thé sé la mét dich-thd cta My trong
twong lai.[tlrc 1a van mang ctia nhon loai cé thé trong twong lai, sé dwoc quyét
dinh & Thai Binh Dwong.]

10-“We need discussion.....that is the first step to a real democracy...Khdng phai
chi cam 14 phiéu di bau la c6 dan cha that sy, ma dan phai c6 mét tinh than dan
chu (democracy of the mind). m&i that sy la dan cha. “...and above all, we will
discuss”. Bén M tir Trung, Tiéu Hoc t&i Pai Hoc, sau méi cours thay déu
héi:"any question?” Thi hoc trdo ao ao dwa tay Ién héi. cé khi hdi mét cau ngéd
ngan hay ngoai d&, ma thay van phai binh tinh trd I&i. Lén 1én 1am cong dan,
thdy Tong Théng di kinh Iy, hay mét (rng-ci-vién di van dong bau ct, sau khi
thuyét trinh déu héi:"any question?” Thi trong hang khan-thinh-gia c6 nhiéu
ngwo’| duatay lén héi. co khi hoi mot cau ngd ngan, ngoai dé, hay 1a “ xé-1a”,
ma Téng Théng hay &ng-ct-vién van phai vui vé tra 16i. D6 1a dan chi. Nén phai
cho phép va khuyén khich hoc sinh, sinh-vién, dam héi thay, dé réi vé sau khi
I&n [én thanh cbng dan, m&i dam héi chanh pha.

Ong nha bao phdng van tdi da thdy dwoc cai sw quan trong do, nén dé cai tva
ctia bai phéng van: "His Goal: A democracy of the Mind.”



